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The National Parks Conservation
Association , established in 1919, is AmericaÕs
only private, nonprofit advocacy organization
dedicated solely to protecting, preserving, and
enhancing the U.S. National Park System for pres-
ent and future generations by identifying problems and
generating support to resolve them.

� 425,000+ members
� 8 regional offices 
� 68,000 local activists

State of the Parks Program

More than a century ago, Congress established Yellowstone as
the worldÕs first national park. That single act was the begin-
ning of a remarkable and ongoing effort to protect this
nationÕs natural, historical, and cultural heritage.

But over the years, Americans have learned that designat-
ing national parks does not automatically ensure the well
being of the resources parks are meant to protect and the his-
tory those resources represent. Many parks are threatened by
incompatible development of adjacent lands, air and water
pollution, skyrocketing visitation, and rapid increases in
motorized recreation such as snowmobiling. Historic struc-
tures suffer from deterioration. Most cultural landscapes have
yet to be adequately inventoried.    

Only a small partÑusually less than 10 percentÑof the
National Park Service budget each year is earmarked for man-
agement of natural, historical, and cultural resources. And in
most years, only about 7 percent of permanent park employ-
ees work in jobs directly related to preserving park resources.

The National Parks Conservation Association initiated 
the State of the Parks Program to assess the condition of 
natural and cultural resources in the parks, forecast the likely
future condition of those resources, and determine how well
equipped the National Park Service is to protect the parkÑits
stewardship capacity.

The goal is to provide information that will help policy-
makers and the National Park Service improve conditions 
in the national parks and ensure a lasting legacy for future
generations.

Point Reyes Lighthouse, built in 1870 and eligible for the National Register
of Historic Places. The lighthouse is maintained in operating condition and
offers excellent views of migrating gray whales from January through April.


