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Southern California’s Mediterranean Biome Parks

Volunteers assist park
staff with a variety of
resource manage-
ment projects, includ-
ing amphibian and
reptile monitoring.

special events has reduced the amount of media
attention the park receives.

EXTERNAL SUFFORT—FARTNERS AND
VOLUNTEERS FROVIDE VALUABLE
SERVICES
Cabrillo National Monument benefits from a
large volunteer workforce and various partner-
ships with outside agencies. Because of funding
shortfalls, many tasks would go undone at the
monument without this assistance.
Since 1956, the Cabrillo
Monument Foundation (CNMF) has provided

National

support and more than $1.6 million for
research and interpretive programs, including

historical, educational, and scientific activities.
As the park’s cooperating association, CNMF is
an independent, nonprofit organization
working to enhance the visitor experience at
Cabrillo. Revenue comes from donations,
memberships, and the sale of publications and
other educational items. CNMF also operates
the bookstore at the visitor center and has
published several award-winning books on
historic and scientific topics relating to the
monument.

Through its Volunteers-In-Parks program,
Cabrillo is able to provide enriching experiences
for volunteers and tackle projects that staff
cannot address, due to lack of time or funding.

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE



In 2006, 341 volunteers donated 11,542 hours
of service. They regularly participate in tide pool
surveys, reptile and amphibian monitoring, bat
counts, shorebird counts, greenhouse work, and
habitat restoration. Others re-enact living histo-
ries, serve as tide pool educators, participate in
community clean-up events, staff the visitor
center, assist with maintaining the museum
collection and library, edit the park newsletter,
assist with historic research and special events,
and staff the
Conservation Corps teams have assisted with

entrance station. Youth

restoration work, but funding shortfalls have
reduced this team from eight members to just
four members.

Partnerships and cooperative relationships
also benefit the monument. All entities on
Point Loma, as well as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and the California Department of Fish
and Game, are part of the Point Loma
Ecological Conservation Area Working Group,
which oversees the care and preservation of the
Point Loma Ecological Conservation Area.
Because the monument shares the peninsula
with the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard, Fort
Rosecrans National Cemetery, and the City of
San Diego’s Point Loma Wastewater Treatment
Plant, “Good Neighbor” meetings are held as a
way to foster communication and collaboration
among the various players. These monthly
meetings offer opportunities to discuss planned
activities and resolve conflicts.

In the past, the Exotic Plant Management
Team at Point Reyes National Seashore has
assisted Cabrillo staff with combating invasive
plant infestations, but due to funding shortages,
has not completed work in the park for two
years. As a part of the Park Service's
Mediterranean Coast Network Inventory and
Monitoring Program, the park gains opportuni-
ties to acquire additional information on both
plants and wildlife. Participation in this
network allows the park to accomplish a bit
more natural resource study than it could with
just existing on-site staff.

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELF SOUTHERN
CALIFORNIA'S MEDITERRANEAN BIOME- FARKS:

¢ Participate in park planning efforts: The public is invited to

provide input on all park plans and studies. Channel Islands
National Park is currently updating its general management
plans. Copies of the parks’ planning documents and infor-
mation on opportunities for public involvement can be
found online (www.nps.gov/chis, www.nps.gov/cabr, and
WWW.Nps.gov/samo).

Support or become a member of a group helping to
protect the parks: NPCA (www.npca.org/support_npca),
Santa Cruz Island Foundation (www.west.net/~scifmail),
Cabirillo Foundation
(www.cnmf.org/home.html), Parks
Association (www.wnpa.org), the Santa Monica Mountains
Fund (www.samofund.org), The

National Monument

Western  National
Friends of Satwiwa
(http://satwiwa.org), Trust for Public Land (www.tpl.org), and

other regional organizations.

Volunteer in the parks. Many parks are looking for dedicated
people who can lend a helping hand. To learn about volunteer
opportunities, contact the parks: Channel Islands National
Park, 805.658.5730; Santa Monica Mountains National
Recreation Area, 805.370.2301; Cabrillo National Monument,
619.557.5450; or visit www.volunteer.gov.

Become an NPCA activist and learn about legislative initia-
tives and protection projects affecting parks. When you join
our activist network, you will receive Park Lines, a monthly elec-
tronic newsletter with the latest park news and ways you can
help. Join by visiting www.npca.org/takeaction.

Coastal sage scrub blankets parts of the Santa Monica Mountains.
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