
16 August 2007 
 
 
Marcia Blaszak 
Alaska Regional Director 
National Park Service 
240 West 5th Avenue 
Anchorage, AK   99501 
 
Re: Katmai Preserve brown bear harvest  
 
Dear Marcia, 
 
Katmai National Preserve, as part of the larger McNeil/Katmai region, has historically 
hosted some very large concentrations of brown bears.  In recent years, changes to the 
hunting patterns and regulations in the area have doubled the number of bears taken from 
Katmai Preserve while at the same time the numbers of bears observed by local bear 
viewing guides has dropped significantly.  Given these observable shifts in the number of 
bears harvested and the number of bears observed and the Congressional mandate to 
manage Katmai’s brown bear population for “high concentrations,” we are asking that 
you review the data presented in this letter and take action to reduce the level of brown 
bear harvest beginning with the hunt scheduled to begin on October 1, 2007. 
 
This issue we are presenting you is not a regional biological problem.  There are plenty of 
brown bears on the Alaska Peninsula.  The issue we have identified is a localized 
population problem that is negatively impacting the number of bears that can regularly be 
viewed by park visitors in Katmai Preserve.  In this conflict between bears to watch and 
bears to hunt, we feel the current situation favors hunters and is contrary to the 
Congressional mandate for Katmai’s bear management.  
 
 
Our request for NPS action 
 
This localized reduction in brown bear populations in Katmai National Preserve demands 
your immediate attention in order to resolve the conflict in a manner that balances both 
bear viewing and hunting.   We are seeking both a short term solution by reducing the 
number of bears harvested in the 2007/2008 regulatory year and a long term solution by 
encouraging the National Park Service to work the Alaska Department of Fish & Game 
on a management plan for the area that balances bear hunting and bear viewing.   
 
The short-term solution relies on your ability to act quickly to embrace the precautionary 
rule to prevent long-term or permanent damage to park resources.  We believe there is 
sufficient evidence that localized brown bear populations in Katmai Preserve are 
dropping.  The Park Service must have also been concerned by this drop in population 
numbers as it requested the Alaska Board of Game in its February 16, 2007 comments 
submitted for consideration at the March 2007 meeting to reduce the brown bear season 



by one week with the season beginning on October 7 instead of October 1.  We are 
asking the Park Service to implement what it already determined was a reasonable 
position with regard to the length of the fall 2007 brown bear hunting season with the 
resulting positive impact that change would have for brown bear populations.  In your 
2/16 letter, the Park Service recognized exactly the case we are outlining here… 
 

The NPS is concerned that the current trend of increasing harvest rates for brown 
bears in Katmai National Preserve cannot be maintained over the long term.  This 
may lead to violation of our Congressional directive in ANILCA to manage for 
“…high concentrations of brown/grizzly bears and their denning areas…”1 

 
Implementing your position by opening the season on October 7 allows a fall bear 
hunting season to occur, but its reduction in length, we feel, will reduce the harvest level 
and prevent any further depletion of the localized brown bear stocks while a long range 
management plan is developed with the state. 
 
Reduction in the length of the season could occur at two levels.  First, the Park Service 
could use its authority in 36CFR 13.21 (d) to protect park resources from conflicting state 
regulations by not allowing the state harvest to begin until October 7.  Additionally, the 
Park Service could impose such a restriction on its own park concessionaire.  From our 
review of park concession harvest numbers, it appears that guided concession hunts over 
the past 10 years have resulted in 60% of the total bears harvested in the preserve. 
 
In the long-term, we are also asking for the same thing you requested of the Board of 
Game in March – a comprehensive brown bear management plan for Katmai Preserve 
brown bears that allows for both high concentrations of brown bears for park visitors to 
enjoy and a quality brown bear hunt.  In support of such a plan, you wrote on February 
16, 2007 supporting the same position we are arguing for here  
 

“… that a more conservative harvest limit within the historic range of 14-19 
bears would be appropriate until a comprehensive brown bear study and 
planning for management in the Preserve can be completed.  The NPS would be 
happy to work with ADF&G on such a study.” 

 
We are not asking the Park Service to do anything more than it already requested of the 
state of Alaska.  In response to the state of Alaska ignoring your very reasonable request, 
we are asking that you take immediate action to reduce the impact of the hunt this fall.  
 
Congressional Purpose of Katmai Preserve. 
 
Congress recognized that sport hunting should continue in this area by virtue of it being 
established as a national preserve.  No one is questioning whether hunting can occur or 
not.  Yet, at the same time, Congress also charged the National Park Service 
 

                                                
1 ANILCA section 202(2) 




