2016: The Centennial of the National Parks

Our system of national parks and historic landmarks
has been called the best idea America ever had. It is the
most tangible, uniquely American expression of our
national character and values. From the geysers at Yel-
lowstone to the history of Independence Hall, from the
waters of Everglades to the San Antonio missions, from
the Statue of Liberty to the home of playwright Eugene
O’Neill, our national parks encompass some of the na-
tion’s highest peaks, deepest gorges, our most enduring
icons of democracy, and our diverse American stories.

Our national parks speak to what we value as a nation
and believe as a people. They attract nearly 300 million
visitors a year from around the world. They generate
jobs in tough economic times; are classrooms for
teaching children and adults about American history
and culture; are barometers of environmental health;
and are treasures for our children and grandchildren.
Yet as honored as parks are, they have not realized their
potential as resources for national understanding,
economic and environmental renewal, and personal
inspiration. As the National Park System approaches its
Centennial in 2016, we can unleash the full educa-
tional, economic, environmental and civic potential of

America’s National Parks.

National Parks as Showcases

For the national parks to reach their full potential as
showcases of American history, culture, and natural
wonders, they must be provided with the tools and
support necessary to reach that goal. The basic responsi-
bility for this task falls to the federal government.
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