100 Prominent Americans Ask Congress
to Make National Parks a National Priority

Dear Members of Congress,

As the nation prepares for the centennial of our National Park System, we must make our national parks a
national priority.

Fifty years ago, President Eisenhower launched a ten-year, one billion dollar program approved by Congress
that upgraded park facilities, staffing and resource management capabilities throughout the park system to
commemorate its 50th anniversary. We call on Congress to make a proportional investment as we approach
the 100th anniversary of the National Park System.

Accordingly, we urge Members of Congress and the President to engage in a sustained effort between now
and the centennial of the National Park System in 2016 to provide the resources necessary to protect our
national inheritance and to ensure that our society receives the full benefit of our national parks for
generations to come. This endeavor should:

B Restore the health of our national parks by taking action to overcome external and internal threats.

B Reinvest in our national parks by establishing reliable sources of sustainable public funding and
strategic private investments.

B Ensure that the National Park System continues to represent the full range and diversity of
American history, culture, and landscapes.

B Ensure that parks have current research to inform decisions about park protection.

B Reinvigorate the professionalism and efficiency within the National Park Service.

For the centennial of the National Park System, we should invest, restore, and reinvigorate our parks and
parklands for all citizens. The national parks present an opportunity for our national leaders to work
together to forge a long-term bipartisan solution that protects the “best idea” America ever had.

We urge you to help restore the full glory of
our national parks.
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The National Parks Conservation Association enthusiastically applauds the

National Parks Conservation Association” National Park Centennial Challenge. Please go to www.npca.org/nationalpriority
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to help make National Parks a National Priority.
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